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BIG DAY OF GIVING

Thanks to your generosity during Big Day of Giving, we are excited to share that
we have raised $23,781 towards essential upgrades for our warehouse (see page 4)!
These improvements will help us better serve individuals and families in need by
creating a more efficient and organized space.

Your support truly makes a difference, we couldn't have done it without you!
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President's Message
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Whereas in 2021-22, we served a 8,656
households, in the fiscal year that will
end in June over 20,000 households
have been helped. In May alone we
served 1,943 households for an average
of 162 households each day we were
open. We have been very fortunate that
we have been able to keep up with the
demand for food, most of which is
donated by local grocery stores. But our
warehouse is bursting at the seams, and
we are undertaking a major upgrade to

keep up with the demand for assistance.

Our lead article in this newsletter
provides more information about
project we have

undertaken.

ver the past several years, we have seen an
ever-increasing number of people coming to
our Food Locker for assistance. The chart

Planning is well underway for our
annual fund-raising dinner which
will be held at Orchard Creek in
Lincoln on September 27. We are very
excited that Father Greg Boyle will be
our guest speaker. Father Boyle is a
Jesuit priest and the founder of
Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles.
He is committed to the social gospel
of our Lord Jesus. See our save the
date flyer for more information. We
hope you can join us for what will be
a fun evening dedicated to raising the
money needed to fulfill our mission
of preventing hunger and
homelessness. I hope you all have a
very nice sumimer.
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he Fourth of July, our Independence Day.

We celebrate and honor those brave men
and women who fought and sacrificed to give
us the cherished freedoms we enjoy today.
But, do we sometimes take our freedom for
granted? I know I do. And what is freedom?
First, what it is not; it does not mean we are
free to do whatever we please, unhindered
liberty is not what our forefathers fought for.
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
They fought and died to claim these

inalienable rights that every human person is entitled to from the Creator; to live
as God intended, establishing a country in the context of faith. We must remember,
freedom is a freedom for others, not freedom of self. In our society, obedience is
often criticized and condemned, but we must remember Christ’s freedom is that of
sacrifice and obedience, not selfishness and control. Obedience to our God, who
only desires what is good for us, all of us. To be obedient to the command to love
our neighbors as ourselves. In a great act of love, those early colonists were willing
to fight and die if necessary, so that others may live in this freedom for
generations.

“There is no true freedom except in the service of what is good and just” (CCC
1733). Let us pray in thanksgiving for our brave ancestors, for they were truly free.
Let us honor them in the best way I know, in service to others.
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o quote Don Fraser, St. Vincent de
Paul’s president, “We're bursting at
the seams”. When the Giuseppe Court
location opened in 2006, the Food Locker .
space was adequate with a relatively
smooth flow of clients, volunteers, and o o
incoming food donations.

Fast forward to 2025 and the situation has changed dramatically. Since 2021, we
have seen a 275% increase in the number of households served. In April, nearly
2,000 households received groceries from the Food Locker. We're fortunate that
the amount of food we receive has increased to meet the current demand. Trucks
arrive daily, filled with food, mainly from local grocery stores. SVdP’s executive
director, Rebecca Rush, says of the 13 stores that regularly donate groceries, 9
allow us to send trucks six or seven days a week.

But all of those groceries need to be quickly shelved or refrigerated.
Unfortunately, incoming groceries sometimes have exceeded the available
capacity. To increase the amount of shelf space, the warehouse needs to be
reconfigured. An existing mezzanine and staircase need to be taken down to
make wall space for more shelving and an additional walk-in refrigerator. The
enclosed room at the back of the warehouse also needs to be removed to improve
flow.

Our staff and volunteers have recently improved the process for managing the
increase in demand, but to really make a difference the warehouse needs an
upgrade. Just to paint a picture...Currently, on any given day, at the giant back
door delivery trucks arrive as clients’ cars drive up. Meanwhile, inside the Food
Locker, in a space barely wider than a grocery store aisle, some volunteers fill
grocery carts while others push them outside where bags of groceries are placed
into a client’s trunk. This whole operation takes place at the speed of one client
or more per minute! Board member, Tracy Falk believes the new flow in the
warehouse will be much safer and more efficient.
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You may be wondering why so many dry goods are in storage. One reason is that
grants for purchasing food often stipulate periodic purchasing in which money
must be spent and reimbursement requested. That requires St. Vincent to
purchase huge quantities of shelf or freezer-stable foods that will be distributed
to home delivery clients over several months.

That brings us to the (badly needed) new refrigeration unit already purchased
for the renovation. It is bigger than the existing two units, but that’s not the
exciting part. With the new unit, Food Locker workers will be able to drive a
forklift directly inside to place pallets of perishable food. Best of all, our new unit
will ensure that less future donations of fruits and vegetables that come in on
Friday afternoon will need to be picked up by farmers on Monday morning.

In our current reality, there are some hard days ahead for the poor and hungry.
Cuts in public services, including housing, medical care, and food programs are
all possible, if not probable. Realistically, charitable organizations such as St.
Vincent de Paul Roseville, need to be planning for that future. By improving the
capacity and flow of our Food Locker, we hope to be as ready as possible to serve
our community. Our mission to prevent hunger and homelessness will be more
important than ever in the coming years.
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SAVE THE DATE

for our Heart, Hope, Help Annual Dinner

SEPTEMBER 27, 2025

Special Guest Speaker
Father Greg Boyle

Father Boyle is the founder of Homeboy
Industries. A Jesuit priest and a visionary leader in
social justice.

Homeboy Industries is the largest gang
intervention, rehabilitation, and re-entry program
in the world.

SCAN HERE

He has received the California Peace Prize and been
inducted into the California Hall of Fame. In 2014,
President Obama named Father Boyle a Champion of
Change. He received the University of Notre Dame’s
2017 Laetare Medal, the oldest honor given to
American Catholics.

His compassionate approach and dedication have
transformed countless lives, making him a beacon

To learn more about of change and redemption.
Father Boyle & Homeboy
Industries
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New Members!

Carson Carmen Debbie

Warehouse Associate Office Volunteer Office Volunteer
sophomore at CSUMB
studying Mechatronics

JC

Engineering
Board Member

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Goodbye

Andres

Warehouse Associate
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IDEAS
Are you interested in being a guest
writer for a newsletter article?
Contact Rebecca at:

EDITORS

Tracy Smith Falk - Vice President
Anne Thomasmeyer - Board Secretary
Amy Stampflee - Social Media & Markeling

CREDITS rebecca.rush@placersvdp.com

Writers: Patty Fraser, Don Fraser, Rebecca
Rush, Tracy Falk

PHOTOS

If you took pictures at an event or
would like to submit pictures for
your organization, please contact
Amy at:

Photographers: Amy Stampflee, Joe Eaton,
Tracy Falk

| Copy Editors: Rebecca Rush, Angela
Robertson, Don Fraser

Graphic Design: Amy Stampflee
Amy.Stampflee@placersvdp.com

Faith-Based Partnerships
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St. Rose of Lima St. Joseph Marello SS Peter & Paul St. Clare Catholic
Catholic Church Catholic Church Catholic Church Church

FOLLOW OUR SOCIAL MEDIA
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